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degrees of the circle for the convex forms, and the
fewer the degrees the more refined and soft the
undulating lines became. I copy the following
from Winckelmann. "The forms of a beautiful
body are determined by lines the centre of which
is constantly changing, and which, if continued,
would never describe circles. They are, con-
sequently, more simple but also more complex,
than a circle, which, however large or small it may
be, always has the same centre, and either includes
others or is included in others. This diversity was
sought after by the Greeks in works of all kinds ;
and their discernment of its beauty led them to
introduce the same system even into the form of
their utensils and vases, whose easy and elegant
outline is drawn after the same rule; that is, by a
line which must be found by means of several
circles, so all these works have an elliptical figure
and herein consists their beauty. The greater
unity there is in the junction of the forms, and in
the flowing of one out of another, so much the
greater is the beauty of the whole."
The expression which I have attempted to give
to my Venus is that of purity and sweetness, with
an air of unaffected dignity and grace, and spiritual
elevation of character; when our aim is high some
allowance must be made if we occasionally fail
"In great attempts 'Ms glorious e'en to fall.**
I have alluded already to Polychromy, and I